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“After all, isn’t it true that what most people really want is to continue living their lives, and
that they are willing and able (sometimes with a little guidance) to help make that happen?
ICRP Publication 111

ICRP Publication 111

The seminar brought together participants from the Fukushima Prefecture and national
authorities, representatives of the city of Date, the villages of Kawauchi and litate,
professionals from affected localities, scientists from universities and national institutes, local
and national media, national and international NPOSs, representatives of Belarusian,
Norwegian and French organisations with direct experience in managing long-term
consequences of the Chernobyl accident, representatives of the International Commission on
Radiological Protection and the Committee on Radiation Protection and Public Health of the
OECD Nuclear Energy Agency.

The seminar participants came to the following conclusions:
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Many health, ecological, economic and social problems generated by the accident have a

durable character and will remain the focus of attention by national and local authorities,
administrations, scientists, experts, professionals and local communities for many years.



Two aspects are of particular importance: re-establishing the affected communities with safe
living conditions and quality food products, and solidarity with other communities. Current
efforts are focused on decontamination and a search for adapted solutions to the problem of
agricultural rehabilitation taking into account specifics of affected productions. The
disposition of decontamination wastes has to be resolved. There is also a significant effort
foreseen concerning the health surveillance of inhabitants.

The affected populations need further knowledge to understand and evaluate the information
on the consequences of the accident - which is often contradictory — and knowhow to take
informed actions for reducing radiological exposure from living in the affected areas.

In its recommendations for the protection of people living in long term contaminated areas
ICRP “‘emphasizes the effectiveness of directly involving the affected population and local
professionals in the management of the situation, and the responsibility of authorities at both
national and local levels to create the conditions and provide the means favouring the
involvement and empowerment of the population™.
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Experience with the management of the Chernobyl accident in Norway and in Belarus,
particularly concerning long term rehabilitation, has demonstrated the effectiveness of
involving the population and the local specialists in management of the radiological situation
with the appropriate governmental support. A key element for the success of this involvement
is the development of a practical radiological protection culture among the population.

There is a need and willingness to continue with this dialogue to identify the ways to improve
the situation that are adapted to the Fukushima circumstances.



7. The participants call upon the Japanese authorities and international organisations to pursue
co-operation on the improvement of living conditions in the area affected by the Fukushima
accident, particularly in relation to engaging local and national stakeholders. A first step could
be to continue and enlarge the dialogue to identify the conditions and means to develop
projects taking into account international experience.
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